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LI: To research a topic 
on the World Wide 
Web 
 
* Find relevant 
websites 
- 2-3 key words 
- filter results 
- "" around names 
* Evaluate websites 
(title, author, summary, 
kids) 
* Cross-reference 
information (compare 
websites) 
* Make notes of your 
findings (put in your 
own words) 
 
Good: I can use an 
Internet search engine 
to find relevant facts. 
Great: I can filter 
results to find different 
types of media. 
Super: I can evaluate 
websites to check their 
reliability and 
usefulness. 
 

Internet browser 
 
Rules for 
Responsible 
Internet Use 
 
Collection of useful 
websites relevant 
to the topic 
 
Questions to 
prompt children's 
research 

What sort of words should 
you put into an Internet 
search engine? (2-3 key 
words) Why? (saves time, 
quicker, more useful range 
of website found - not too 
specific/general) 
 
Why might some websites 
be more helpful than others? 
(different intended 
audiences, authors might 
have contrasting messages 
they want to convey, 
different multimedia content 
included, lack of factual 
information etc.) 
 
Why do you think it is 
important to check a website 
is relevant and truthful? (so 
that your research work is 
reliable) 
 
What does analysing 
information on a website 
mean? It means being able 
to understand and interpret 
it. 
 
What questions about a 
particular topic are you 
curious to find out the 
answers to? 
 

Explain how using: just 2-3 key 
words (preferably nouns), "" 
around names/titles and no 
common words in searches 
yields better results faster. 
 
Show the children how to use a 
TASK test to analyse search 
result lists (ranked by 
popularity) – this requires them 
to rate each hit based on its: 
title, author, site summary and 
intended audience to determine 
how helpful it will be to answer a 
research question. 
 
Teach them how anybody can 
publish on the web so 
information may be biased (only 
describing one opinion). Why 
might a website contain biased 
information? Suggestions might 
include: companies pretending 
their products are better than 
their rivals or people describing 
what they personally think about 
something (e.g. a film review). 
 
Discuss how many websites 
use adverts to make money and 
help pay for their space on the 
web. Why shouldn’t you click on 
them? (might give you a virus or 
ask for personal info to use to 
target more ads). 

Ask the children to research 
information about a particular 
topic by navigating a pre-
selected collection of relevant 
websites and by doing Internet 
searches themselves to find 
some sites.  
 
Perhaps encourage children to 
highlight the key words in each 
question for entering into a 
search engine. Prompt them to 
evaluate the websites found. 
Which sites look 
helpful/unhelpful? How can you 
tell?  
 
Give them some questions/ 
ideas to focus their enquiries if 
needed and prompt them to find 
facts from a range of websites 
to help verify it (cross-
referencing) and to get a better 
understanding of the topic. 
 
Remind them that they can filter 
search results to only view 
particular resources (e.g. sites 
from the UK or news articles). 
Point out how to open each site 
in a new tab to allow for easy 
comparisons between them. 
 

 

What useful websites 
did you use? How did 
you find them? 
 
How did you find 
information quickly on 
websites? (looked for 
relevant subheadings / 
sections and skim read 
text) Which search 
terms (key words) did 
you use? 
 
Why is it important to 
read the information 
on websites carefully? 
(ensures 
understanding and 
allows you to check 
reliability) 
 
What interesting 
information have you 
found out? In what 
ways was it presented 
to you (e.g. text, 
images, video clips 
etc.)? 
 
How did you check the 
reliability/truthfulness 
of the information you 
found? (cross-
referenced sites) 

 


