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LI: To research a topic 
on the World Wide 
Web 
 
* Find relevant 
websites 
* Navigate websites:  
- click on hyperlinks  
- scroll up/down 
- key word  
searches 
* Read information 
carefully 
(compare/contrast 
websites) 
* Make notes of your 
findings (put in your 
own words) 
 
Good: I can find out 
facts by navigating 
websites. 
Great: I can compare 
websites to check 
facts. 
Super: I can use an 
Internet search engine 
to find relevant facts. 
 
 

Internet browser 
 
Rules for 
Responsible 
Internet Use 
 
Collection of useful 
websites relevant 
to the topic 
 
Questions to 
prompt children's 
research 

Why is the World Wide Web 
often better for finding out 
information when compared 
to visiting a local library? 
 

• you don’t need to leave 
home or school; 

• it is always up-to-date; 

• web pages can include 
multimedia (like sound 
or videos). 

 
Can you remember what 
special program you need to 
look at websites? (a web 
browser)   
 
How can you navigate a 
website? Recap on various 
strategies including: 
 

• scrolling 
up/down/across web 
pages; 

• clicking on 
hyperlinks/hotspots to 
visit different pages; 

• doing key word 
searches within 
websites. 

 
 

Teach the children how to use 
an Internet search engine to find 
relevant pages on a specific 
topic on the Internet. Explain 
how you need to: visit a search 
engine, enter some key words 
about the topic you want to find 
out about and it will show you 
hyperlinks which point to 
possibly helpful websites. 
 
Point out that you need to just 
enter 2 or 3 specific key words 
to try and keep the number of 
pages that are found (also 
known as ‘hits’) to a minimum. 
Perhaps demonstrate how 
writing long extended questions 
isn't very effective 
 
Recap on strategies to check 
the reliability of websites. Does 
the information look sensible or 
silly? Is there a date?  Who is 
the author? (school, 
government and BBC sites are 
trustworthy) Is it factual 
(information) fictional (e.g. a 
game) or opinion (e.g. blog 
comments)? 
 
Show the children how to open 
up web pages in different tabs 
simultaneously. How is this 
helpful? (lets you compare sites 
easily and re-visit sites quickly) 

Ask the children to research 
answers to questions about a 
particular topic by either 
navigating a pre-selected 
collection of relevant websites 
or by doing Internet searches 
themselves to find some sites. 
 
Encourage those that use an 
Internet search engine to look at 
the URLs and site descriptions 
of websites before clicking onto 
them in results lists. What type 
of information do you think you 
will find on this website? 
Remind them to only look for 
relevant information. 
 
Remind them how it is important 
to read each web page carefully 
to make sure it looks reliable 
and so that they fully 
understand the information 
contained on it.  Prompt them to 
compare/contrast information 
shown on different websites as 
sites with matching - as 
opposed to differing - facts are 
more likely to be genuine. 

What useful websites 
did you use? How did 
you find them? 
 
How did you find 
information quickly on 
websites? (looked for 
relevant subheadings / 
sections and skim read 
text) Which search 
terms (key words) did 
you use? 
 
Why is it important to 
read the information 
on websites carefully? 
(ensures 
understanding and 
allows you to check 
reliability) 
 
What interesting 
information have you 
found out? In what 
ways was it presented 
to you (e.g. text, 
images, video clips 
etc.)? 
 
How did you check the 
reliability/truthfulness 
of the information you 
found? (compared 
sites) 

 


